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The Great Historical Novel 

"UNDER THE VIERKLEUtt" 
BY 

GEN'L. BEN V1LJOEN, Assistant Commandant General of the forces of the late South 

African Republic and Author of “My reminiscences of the Boer War”, for sale at the 
booths in Main Entrance. 

Enthusiastically endorsed by the press. Profusely and beautifully illustrated sou¬ 
venir edition only sold here. 

WHAT THE PRESS SAYS. 
NEW YORK TRIBUNE, June 26th. 

“Interest is continuous—It would be hard even for Tommy Atkins to read the story 
without a feeling of keen sympathy for the conquered Boers and of admiration for their 
sterling qualities.” 
NEW YORK POST, June 20th. 

“Valuable account of a peculiarly interesting people—not a tirade against the con¬ 
querors—should have a wide circulation.” 

NEW YORK TIMES, June 18th. 
“Effective and direct—painted in true detail—glinises of battle are genuine—story is 

of unusual interest.” _ 
THE PRESS, New York City, July 2, 1904. *" 

“A soldier’s story of a lost cause is what General Viljoen has told in his novel. It 
is a stirring tale as good soldier stories are apt to be and is marked by a good soldier's 
toleration for his enemies. The author is a good loser; this is the best story of the season 
for young men especially.” 

Every Copy Has the Actual Autograph Signature of General 

Viljoen, the Author a.nd Genera.! Cronje on the Fly Leaf. 

CHRISTIAN REGISTER, Boston, Mass., June 30, 1904. 
“This is a story without rancor and will be as popular as the “AFRICAN FARM" 

was twenty years ago. The “VIERKLEUR” is written with the greatest simplicity 
and is impressive because of its truthful record.” 
PICAYUNE, New Orleans. La.. June 26. 1904. 

“A love story coupled with the military enthusiasm and will be followed with ab¬ 
sorbing and startling attention. The author’s storv is strong and romantic.” 
BUFFALO EXPRESS, June 18th. 

“Follow with absorbing attention—thrilling story of a remarkable war graphic pict¬ 
ures of pastoral life of the Boers a remarkable novel.” 
BOSTON HERALD, June 25. 

“Romance vivid straightforward, glimmpses of war that are genuine.’ In General 
Viljoen’s hands the pen and the sword appear to be equally eloquent.” 
ADVANCE. Chicago, June 23rd. 

“A good storv—has double interest—is illuminating of Boer commando life during 
the war hence of great historical value.” 
THE ADVANCE, Chicago. Til.. June 23, 1904. 

“T he story is unite convincing, and its actuality and descriptiveness of the people of 
outh Africa and the country makes it doubly interesting.” 

Price $[.50. Orders received and filled by mail 

Address South African Beer War Exhibition Company. 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN BOER WAR EXHIBITION. 
The Greatest and Most Realistic Military Spectacle known in 

The History of the World. 

PRODUCED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 

FRANK E. FILLIS 
The Famous South African Showman and Organizer of Savage 

South Africa in Greater Britain Exhibition, 

Earls Court, London, Etc., Etc. 

FRANK E. FILLIS. 



DIRECTORS OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

President, GENERAL BEN VILJOEN, Johannesberg, South Africa. 

Vice-President, J. L. CARLETON, Carleton Dry Goods Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

H. J. MEYER, Managing Director Meyer’s Limited, 

Pretoria, South Africa. 

C. W. WALL, Meyer Bros. Drug Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

D. J. MATTESON, I. O. O. F. Building, St. Louis, Mo. 

Managing Director FRANK E. FILLIS, Capetown, South Africa. 

Treasurer, C. F. G. MEYER, Jr., Meyer Bros. Drug Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

Secretary, JOHN M. WINCHESTER, St. Louis, Mo. 

STAFF 

In Command of Boer Contingent. In Command of British Contingent. 

GENERAL PIET CRONJE, MAJ. W. A. R. S. Stewart, Third Hussars. 

GEN. BEN VILJOEN, 

Active Staff Officers. 

GENERAL BEN VILJOEN. 

CAPT. S. H. CHAPIN, D. S. O. 

South African Light Horse. 

COMMANDANT G. M. J. VAN DAM, 

Late Chief Police, Johannesberg, South Africa 

Boer Officers. 

COMMANDANT, J. N. BOSHOF, 

COMMANDANT P. D. MOLL, 

COMMANDANT G. MARE, 

CAPTAIN A. FI. BLEKSLEY. 

ADVERTISING AND PRESS MANAGER, 

E. SHERMAN DANBY 

British Officers. 

CAPT. F. J. FRANKLIN, 

Army Service Corps. 

CAPT. E. W. DIX, 

Marshall’s Horse. 



GENERAL BENJAMIN JOHANNES VILJOEN, 

Soldier and Author. 
President of this Company, late second in command of the Boer forces in the Anglo- 
Boer War, and author of “My Reminiscences of the Boer War” and the new great his¬ 
torical novel on the Boer War entitled ‘“Under the Vierklieur.” 
GENERAL BENJAMIN JOHANNES VILJOEN. 
Who started his military career at the age of 20, fifteen years ago, as a private in the Trans¬ 
vaal Police. Two years later he was given command of the Krugersdorp Cavalry Corps, the first 
Government militia established, which became famous for its dash and gallantry shortly after its 
inauguration. In the great Kaflir wars he took a prominent part, and his very name was dreaded 
by the Kaffirs. At the outbreak of the late war, while a member of the Senate, he was given the 
command of the Randt Commando, 2,500 strong. He distinguished himself at Vaalkrans, on the 
Tugela, where he broke through, the British cordon and rescued a Boer cannon, single handed, 
although seventy-five cannons and Gen. Buller’s force poured a deadly fire on him at short range. 
He was promoted t General after Cronj’s surrender, and led the Boer forces at the famous battles 
of Diamond Hill, Dalmanutha. He was in supreme command when the British garrison, manned 
by the Royal Irish at Belfast, was captured. He was at the head of his commando when the 
garrison at Helvetia, manned by the Liverpool Regiment, was captured; together with the garrison 
artillery and a naval gun from His Majesty’s battleship, “The Powerful.” He defeated Gen. Paget 
at Rhenosterkop after twelve hours fierce fighting, inflicting a disasterbus loss, and culminating in 
Gen. Paget’s recall. After fighting two years and four months, he was ambushed in the North¬ 
ern Transvaal at midnight while crossing the British lines, and captured after his horse was shot 
from under him and two-thirds of his escort killed. He was banished for life to St 
Helena, where h wrote his famous story and romance. At the declaration of peace the banishment 
was withdrawn and he was set free.. 

Gen. Viljoen has bid farewell to his Fatherland forever. The late war has ruined his horn* 
and fortune. Many of his relatives were killed, maimed for life. The scenes and memories of suefc 
disaster are too painful. He intends making his home in this Free Country. 



GENERAL CRONJE 



WHOLESALE RETAIL 

Louis Schaefer, Butcher, 
UNION MARKET 

\ 

Largest Stock, Extra Select Meats, Provisions 

and Sausage in St. Louis. 

UNSURPASSED FACILITIES, 

Prompt Deliveries, 
Contracts Solicited, 

Estimates Made„ 
Hotels and World’s Fair Concessionaires are 

invited to have their representatives call 

on us for information. 

BELL PHONE, MAIN 344. KINLOCH A 1016. 

PHILIP ROEDER, 
BOOKSELLER & STATIONER, 

616 Locust Street. St. Louis, Mo,' 

BOOKS ON BOER WAR 

Churchill, Irene Hamilton’s March, 12 mo clo. $1.50 
Churchill, London to Ladysmith, 13 mo clo. $1.50 
Cloete, Hon. H. The History of the Great Boer Trek, 

12 mo. clo. $ .’75 
Davitt, The Boer Fight for Freedom 

Illst. 800 clo. $2.00, Postage 25 cts. 
De Wet, Gen. C. R. Three years War, 800 clo. $2.50 
Devereux, Side Lights on South Africa 12 mo. clo. 

$1.75 

Doyle, The Great Boer War, 800 clo. $2.50 
Hales, Campaign Pictures of the War, 12 mo. clo. 

$1.50 
Hillegas, The Boers In War, Illst. 12 mo. $1.50 
Jessett, The Key To South Africa, Illst. 12 mo. $1.50 
Ralph, Towards Pretoria, 12 mo. clo. $1.50 
London Times, Hist, of the War, 2 vols. 12 mo. $10.00 
Unger, With Bobs and Kruger, Illst. 12 mo. $2.00 

Kipling ^ ^ar’s Brighter Side, Illst. 12 mo. clo. $1.50 

Doyle ) The Story of Newspapers. 
Mahan, Capt. A. T. The South African War. 

Illst. by Remington, Thulstrup Reuterdahl. 
llix 17 £ cloth, Col. Illst. $5.00 

The Story of the Boers, Pub. by South African 
Republic. paper - - - - 50 c 

311 N. BROADWAY. 

« 

Largest Stock of Fine Shoes 

at Popular Prices. 

Oldest SHoe Hovise in tHe City. 

IfHave you tried our World Renowned 

OLD FASHIONED CHOCOLATES, at 60c Per Pound. 

Famous lor their Purity of Materials and 
Deliciousness of Flavor. 

716 OLIVE ST., ST. LOUIS, MO. 

83^- MAIL AND EXPRESS ORDERS RECEIVE BEST OF ATTENTION. 

Telephone, Bell Main 3026 M. 



KIRALFY'S 
600 

PERFORMERS 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

LOUISIANA 
PURXHAJE SPECTACLE 

2000 
COSTUMES 

The Great Radium Dance; The Byzantine Ballet; The Bell Ballet; The March of the 
Amazons; The Tom-Tom Dance 

KIRALFY’S PONY BALLET 

ODEON THEATRE, Grand and Finney Aves. 
ST. LOUIS’ GREATEST ATTRACTION 

Great Historical and Educational 
Appeals to the intellect, to the imagination and to 

the senses. Grand and impressive music Adventure 
and romance. Harmony of colors and the poetry of 
motion. A grand, diginified and inspiring spectacle, 
recieved and offset by delicate humorous situation. 

PROLOGUE. 

The mythical home of Civilization. The Spirit 
of Civilization surrounded by the Spirits Louisiana, 
Discovery,Electricity, etc., etc. Discovery wearied. 
Sleeps. Untieing Civilization awakens discovery and 
points to the New World. Civilization summons 
from the wilderness the Spirit of the Missisippi—Half 
Indian, half fish. The evil spirit opposes all progress. 
The Indian spirit of the River declares war against 
civilization and progress. Dialogue, music, ballet. 

ACT 1. (Several Scenes). 

Magnificent moving panorama of the still undiscov¬ 
ered Fathers of waters. De Soto discoverers the 
Mississippi. Tragic death and burial of DeSoto. 
Marvelous scenic changes. La Salle takes possesion 
of the Louisiana territory. Great male chorus. 
Temple of the Mound Builders by moonlight, Lost 
Spanish explorers. King, princes, priests, warriers, 
sacrificial songs and ceremonies. Prehistoric 
ballet of 300. Georgeous costumes. 

ACT II. (Several Scenes) 

Fete at Fontainebleau. Napoleon, Monroe and 
Livingston. Transfer of Louisiana. Magnificent 
costume of the Empress. Byzantine Ballet of 400. 
La Mora, Premieur Danseuse. Kiralfy’s Musical 
Surprise. 

ACT III. (Several Scenes). 

Snow-capped mountains. Rugged ravines. Sunset 
and campfire effects. The Spirit of the Mississipi 
exhorts the Indians to massacre the approaching 
caravan of white settlers. Indian dances and songs. 
Dance of the beautiful Indian Princess. The meeting 
of the Spirit of the Mississippi and Electricity. 
Midnight attack of the Indians. 

ACT IV. (Several Scenes). 

The triumph of civilization. The farewell of the 
Spirit of the Mississippi in chains. Modern inven¬ 
tions. The Radium Dance. The World’s Fair. The 
March of Nations. Yankee Doodle Ballet. Japanese 
Ballet. French Ballet. The Illumination of the Cas¬ 
cades. Thomas Jefferson. Grand tableau. 

CARS FROM WORLD’S FAIR GROUNDS: 

Main Entrance—“Delmar” or “Page” direct to door; Suburban to Grand Ave. walk two blocks North. 
Inside Inn—“Market” or “Laclede” transfer North on Grand Avenue direct to door; “Taylor” transfer 

on Finney Avenue direct to door. 
Skinker Entrance—“Suburban” to Grand Avenue, walk two blocks North. 

ALL 
EVENING3, 6:30 

50c, 75c, $1.00, $1.50 

500 
Good Fkst Floor Seats 50 Cts. 
Box Seats, $1,00 

SEATS 
RESERVED 

MATINEE, 2:30 

Sun., Wed., Sat. 

Balcony 25 Cts. 

Entire First Floor 50 Cts, 

ODEON THEATRE, Grand and Finney Aves. 



OFFICIAL PROGRAMME. 

African Landscape. Early Morn. 

Introduction of the Great Show by the Lecturer, Captain Peter James Visser: (Boer) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: I have the honor to introduce to you our great Organiza¬ 
tion entitled “The South African Boer War Exhibition Co.”, and in so doing I*^ave 
much pleasure in informing you that all persons taking part in this military display, 
600 in all, are men and women brought from various and distant parts of South Africa. 
Each and every one has taken a most active part in the late Anglo Boer War. 

The first I will introduce to your notice will be the British Contingent 200 strong 
led by Maj. W. S. Stewart, Capt. Chapin, D. S. O., Capt. Franklin and Captain Dix. You 
will see that each of the men hold two medals and several clasps. 

The next will be a genuine Boer Contingent, led by the Commandants who actually 
led them in the field. I shall have much pleasure in introducing the officers individually. 

LECTURER INTRODUCING COMMANDANTS. 

Commandant P. D. Moll, wounded at Belfast and Fort Pisani. 
Commandant G. M. J. Van Dam, who took the British Surrender at Nicholson’s 

Nek where he also was wounded. 

Commandant Mare, wounded 10 times. 
Field Cornet Van Gass, the one armed hero of Spion Kop. 
Commandant J. N. Boshoff, who was with De La Rey at the wounding and capture 

of Lord Methuen, the great British General. Also entrusted with the safe keeping of 
President Steyn at the time when President Steyn and General De Wet were so hard 
pressed by Lord Kitchener from the-Free State in to the Transvaal. 

Two Cape Carts, four-in-hand team, driven by Boers. 



-It is a far cry from the redskins primitive bow ™*™°*°* 1 SDoJSrren'can^mp^TcitK6 
up-todate, perfected firearm equipment as represented in SJE!nE"S*fi“S;faiP°ert^Ind thus ‘•STEVENS’ 
rely upon our always maintaining our present high standard of man , 

and “BEST1’ will continue to be synonymous terms. 

AH Dealers handle*1^5' Send 4^ po"aJe for new 136 page Clever 

°i.r STEVENS ARMS A TOOL 00.pTli 3730. CHICOPEE FILLS, MISS. 

AFTER. THE BATTLE 
VISIT THE 

Model 'Poultry Farm, 
Next Attraction to the North on Skinker Road. 

t 

Greatest Display of Breeding Fowls Ever Made. 

Restaurant 
Where CHICKENS and EGGS and THINGS are REALLY GOOD. 

Service Satisfactory and PRICES REASONABLE. 

FULL CHICKEN DINNER FOR 50 CENTS- 

BOTTLED BEER AND COLD LUNCHES. 
*• 



XShe Goddard Grocer Company 
ST. LOUIS9 

.Greatest Wholesale Grocery House 
DISTRIBUTERS OF 

Dessert Brand Canned Goods 

Sweet Home “ “ “ 

Cow Boy “ “ “ 

Sears & Nichols’ Sugar Loaf Brand 

Canned Goods 

Hunts 3-lb California Extra Canned Fruits 

Bishop & Co’s. High Grade Preserves 

Marine Club Brand Canned Goods 

Tissera’s Ceylon Teas 

Charles Gulden’s Don Carlos Olives 

Columbia Conserve Company’s High 

Grade Relishes 

Croft & Allen’s Chocolates and Cocoas 

Canada Sap Maple Syrup 

DISPLAY 11ST AGRICULTUKAL BLDG. WORLD’S PAIR GROUNDS. 

Office and Ware Houses Cuppies Station, St. Louis. 

4 

GENERAL BEN VILJOEN. 

Second in command of the Transvaal Forces. General Viljoen captured 500 British' 

at the battle of Helvetia and one naval gun of H. M. Powerful, the only naval gun 

captured during the war. He fought for 2 years and 4 months being ambushed at mid¬ 

night and his horse shot under him while crossing the British lines. He was taken as a 
( 

prisoner of war. 

GENERAL CRONJE. 

One of the Greatest Generals of the Boer Army and the hero of 

Paardeberg. General Cronje was born in 1836 at Colesberg, Cape Colony, and during 

a long and happy life has been continually engaged in warfare on behalf of his coun¬ 

try either against the South African Savages or his old enemy the British. In 1865 he 

was a Field Cornet and fought against the Kaffirs and Basutos. In 1880 he was pro¬ 

moted to General, and was in command of the forces who beat the British at Pochets- 

troom. In 1883 he was in command against the Mapopos. In 1896, Cronje was in 

command of the Boers who broke up the Jameson raid and captured Jameson at 

Doornkop. At the beginning of the present war Cronje was made Commandant Gen¬ 

eral and for several months successfully defeated and held at bay the British troops. At 

the battle of Magersfontein he took several hundred British prisoners and thousands 

more were killed and wounded. Cronje was eventually surrounded by Lord Roberts at 

Paardeberg and after fighting for 11 days surrendered in a hopeless condition. 



BBS 
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SYSTEM 

GASCONAOE RIVER 



Tribe of Basutos, mounted on their native ponies. 

Mule and ox wagons, showing "kind of transport used by both armies in South Africa. 

FRANK E. FILLIS 

The South African Showman, Organizer of Savage South Africa at the Greater Britain 

Exhibition, Earls Court, 25 years’ experience in South Africa and organizer of the pres- 

e-nt undertaking. Mr. Fillis is mounted on the finest trained horse in the universe. 

Sword Exercise by squad of New South Wales Lancers. 

Transvaal Staats Artillery. 

A series of exciting races 

First Race, between Basutos, once around the arena, each and every competitor doing 

his utmost to gain a win. 

Second Race, between two Boers and two Britons. 

Third, International Race, between Boer, Briton, Australian, Canadian and American. 

Fourth, Exciting Race between two Cape carts, four-in-hand, driven by Boers, once 

around the arena. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: The next will be short but vivid representations of several bat- . 

ties, the first being a description of the battle of Colenso and the loss of Col. Longs’ guns, 

the second the battle of Paardeberg and the surrender of General Cronje, and, third, De 

Wet’s marvelous escape through a cordon of British soldiers. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR HOTEL 
WORLD’S FAIR, St. LOUIS. MO., 6600 OAKLAND AVENUE. 

A respectable Hotel for respectable people. Located 100 feet from Gate to 
the Fair Grounds. Market Street Cars direct from Union Station. Built for 
safety and comfort. Capacity 3000 guests daily. Backed by men of highest 
standing. Endorsed by World’s Fair Officials. An ideal home during your 
sojourn in St. Louis. Low rates, good service. Visit the hotel and see the 
equipment. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR HOTEL and AUDITORIUM CO. 



—THE SHOW— 

That Has Made the Most Money 
—ON THE PIKE— 

JURELT A JUFFICENT R.ECOMENDATION. 

Jim Key 
Realy 
Reads 
Writes 

Spells 
Counts 
Figures 

Use a 
National 

Cash 
Register 
Even Gives 

Bible 

Quotations, 

CONTINUOUS 

PERFORMANCE. 
Admission 

Adults ✓ 25 Cts, 

Children ✓ 25 Cts. 

No Long 

WAITA HERE. 

Remember That the Celebrated and Wonderful 

Arabian-Hambletonian Educated Horse 

BEAUTIFUL JIM KEY 
is not a Truck horse but a 

MARVELOUS EDUCATED HORSE. 

JIM KEY Spelling. Will Spell Your Name. 

—FACTS— 
One Dollar Reward offered any boy that can beat Jim 
Key spelling. (See these laughable though wonderful Spelling 
matches at each performance.) 
The One Show, the Gentelmen alwas take the Ladies. 
Thirty Thousand School Children in St. Louis belong 
to the Jim Key Band of Mercy. He was taught by Kinders. 



Tableaux 1 

THE BATTLE OE COLENSO. Synopsis. Scene, Tugela river, bridge destroyed. 
Fort Wvlie and Greblers Kloof in the distance. Early morn. 

Advance of British troops. Naval guns in action. Col. Longs and Hunt’s guns 
dash up in support. Terrific firing from the Boers. Charge of the Imperial Light 
Horse. Gallant attempt of the Devons to ford Tugela River. A perfect hailstorm of 
bullets. Attempt to save the guns. Repulse of General Hilliard’s men. Last attempt 
to rescue guns, ending in their capture by the Boers. 

Tableaux II. 

BATTLE OF PAARDEBERG AND SURRENDER OF GENERAL CRONJE. 
Last day of the fight Boers discovered working at trenches. British bugles in the distance. 
Boers take cover. The dangers of scouting. Completely surrounded by British. Cronje’s 
hopeless position. Charge of the New South Wales Lancers. Terrific artillery fusilade. 
Highland Brigade in action. Hand to hand fight. Burning of commissariat wagon. Ex¬ 
plosion of ammunition wagon. 

The Surrender. 

British cheers. Meeting of Lord Roberts and General Cronje. 
Grand procession of Boer prisoners, men, women, children and convoy. 

Tableaux 3rd and last. 

DE WET’S flight through CORDON OF BRITISH TROOPS. 
Scene, two block houses. Wire entanglements. Sentries on duty. 
Cutting of the wire entanglements. Stampede of cattle and mules. British alarm. 

The Boers’ mad rush to evade capture. Terrific fusilade. 

De Wet’s Escape. 

Daring dash for liberty. Party of five Boers, surrounded, dash into drift. One Boer 
finds himself entrapped by British on top of a block house kopje and, to evade capture, 
leaps his horse from a height of 35 feet into the drift below. 

GRAND FINALE. 

The very daring and dangerous feat of jumping from the kopje over 35 feet in height 
whilst on horseback as shown in this tableau is performed by Mr. Geo. Prescott who 
served for 2 years with the South African Constabulary during the War. Mr. Prescott 
is well known in European and South African show circles and this act which has never 
before been performed on this Continent wili give all Americans an opportunity of judg¬ 
ing his nerve and skill. 

THIS PROGRAM is subject to slight alterations at the discretion of the man¬ 
agement, which, however, will be notified by the Lecturer. 



MR. FRANK E. FILLIS MOUNTED ON HIS CELEBRATED HORSE, “PROVERO.” 
Both owner and horse have a world wide reputation which has been greatly enhanced at the World’s Fair, St. Louis. For 

the information and by special request of many visitors, we desire to state that “Povero'’ is by “Pascale" out of “Pauverette." 
Was bred in Paris and imported to South Africa as a two-year-old in 1897 by Mr. Frank E. Fillis. Mr. Fillis has himself 
been responsible for the training of “Povero.*1 



HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF COLENSO. 

Reproduced in This Spectacle. 

The little village of Colenso has become famous as the battle ground of one of the 

most noted victories of the Boer Farmers and correspondingly disastrous defeat of the 

British soldiers. 

The dorp itself numbered less than three score inhabitants and is situated a few 

miles south of Ladysmith on the Tugela river. 

Early in December, 1899, anticipating an attack by Gen. Buller in his advance to 

the relief of Ladysmith, Gen. Botha hastened to prepare a defense. 

He had about 5,000 nien with which to defend his position against 23,000 well 

drilled and equipped British soldiers. 

The trenches were hastily manned with Boer riflemen and an irregular battery of 

six guns were distributed along the line where they would be the most effective. 

All being in readiness for the expected advance of the British, Gen. Botha issued 

orders that no demonstration whatever was to be made that would indicate the location 

of any of the defensive forces. 

In the early morning of December 15th, Botha was informed of the approach of 

the enemy. Almost instantly every man was at his post of duty. 

About 8 a. m., Bullers batteries opened the fray by a bombardment of Fort Wylie 

with ten guns. For half an hour they continued their thunderous challenge only to be 

mocked by the reverberating echoes of their batteries against the hills, beyond the 

Tugela. 

It was not till Buller ordered his forces to attack Hlangwane Hill that he had any 

assurance of the presence of a solitary foeman or a single gun. 

The cavalry in advance of the infantry trotted across the veldt with as much in¬ 

difference as if parading over Salisbury plain. A few shots on the hill ahead elicited 

no reply, and still on they moved with the same careless close formation. 

When within 200 yards of the foot of the hill, and all unconscious of the concealed 

defense' a deadly volley of lead was poured into the ranks of the advancing host, sweeping 

the front rank from their saddles. 

Again and again it was repeated till destruction and utter demoralization reigned. 

The shock was rendered doubly terrific by the fact that the exact position of the con¬ 

cealed riflemen could not be located. 

The report and leaden hail from the smokeless Mauser cartridges being the only in¬ 

dication of the deadly marksmen. 

Now came the Boers opportunity to strike a telling blow for the cause of "Land 

un Volk.” 



Suddenly there leaped from the trenches in a stretch of three miles of the river 
hank sheets of livid fire from the 1,500 rifles, repeated at the rate of fifteen shots per 
minute, sending consternation and death into the terror stricken British ranks in front. 
The death dealing pom-poms, now for the first time, joined in the fray. Only a few 
minutes elapsed till every man and horse of the cavalry was stricken down. 

After the failure of repeated attempts to effect a crossing of the river, together with 
the heavy losses he had sustained, Buller resolved on a retreat from the field. 

Just at this stage, when victory seemed to perch on Gen. Botha’s banners, Col. 
Long, thinking his battery had really silenced the artillery at Fort Wylie, gave a splendid 
exhibition of his courage by a furious dash into the midst of the battle-field with two 
batteries, to stem the tide of defeat and overwhelm the Boer center with a raking fire at 
short range. 

He had however, miscalculated the strength of the defense across the river, and had 
recklessly rushed into a veritable death trap. 

Much credit is due the men in charge of the 12 guns for their admirable skill, pluck 
and coolness with which they executed every order and served their guns. The effect of 
which was an effectual but harmless pounding of the rocks and ridges beyond the river. 
Immediately the leaden missiles of the Mausers in the trenches beyond the river were 
turned upon the brave but reckless batteries with deadly precision, and their doom was 
forever sealed. 

Repeated but ineffectual attempts to rescue the batteries, so suddenly and almost 
hopelessly lost, only resulted in disastrous defeat. 

Being within a few hundred yards of the rifle pits, they offered a splendid target for 
the Boer Mausers. 

The attention of Gen. Buller having been called to the desperate position of the 
guns, he hastened to the nearest donga where the remaining men and horses had taken 
shelter. Some hundred yards or more in front of them was the other donga where 
Long, Bullock and their gunners had sought refuge. 

Who will volunteer to save the guns? shouted Buller. The call was immediately 
responded to, and the desperate venture was led by Lieutenants Roberts, Congreve and 
Schofield. With two gun teams they made a frantic dash through the infernal lead 
storm, and each team returned with a gun, but the cost was fearful. Lieut. Roberts fell 
mortally wounded, and rather than burden the others he insisted on being left in the 
field. 

For his conduct on this occasion, Lieut. Roberts was awarded the Victoria Cross, 
and as a special favor his father, Lord Roberts, is allowed to wear his son’s V. C. in 
addition to his own. 

Congreve’s horse was shot from under him and a Mauser ball caught him in the 
elbow and another in the knee. He managed, however, to crawl to the donga and 
secure shelter. 

Two detachments from the English regiments succeeded in getting near the guns, 
but the deadly fire from the Boer trenches was so terriffic, they too were compelled to 
take shelter in the dongas. 

General Botha then ordered 200 men in command of Field Cornet Cherrie Emmet, 
and Lieut. Pohlman, two of the bravest of the brave, to cross the river and bring in the 
guns. 

They succeeded in securing the remaining ten guns, together with some one hun¬ 
dred prisoners, without the loss of a man on either side. 

The guns and men were taken in triumph across the river as trophies of the com¬ 
plete victory won for the Transvaal Independence on that memorable 15th of Decem¬ 
ber, 1899. 



NATIONAL SOUTH AFRICAN EXHIBIT 

Mr. Richard Douglas, the well-known South African 
Explorer of Buluwayo, Rhodesia, South Africa, is in charge 
cf the National South African Exhibit, which includes a 
valuable collection of curios, relics and representatives of 
all the principal tribes of savages from this wonderful 
country. These, exhibited here for the first time in the 
world, are specimens of the Zulus, Basutos, Swazis, Mata- 
beles, Barotsis, Shangaans, and Zambesis. The Majo-ka- 
jokas, or cannibal tribe, is represented by one man. 

Mr. Douglas has devoted more than 15 years of his 
life as an explorer in Central Africa. It was only by his 
personal acquaintance and influence with the native kings 
that he was enabled to secure these human curiosities for 
exhibition at the World’s Fair. 

These savages have a great horror of leaving their 
homes and their own settlements; and Mr. Douglas had 
great difficulties to overcome in his undertaking. For 
instance, the solitary representative of the man-eating 
Majo-ka-jokas, was smuggled down the country 600 miles, 
in a wooden box. 

The head-dress worn by this medicine man is over 
5 feet high. It was stolen, by means of a trick, from 
Umkamali, the King of the country. Only six like it are 
now extant. Never before has such a sacred head-dress 
crossed the Zambesi river. 

There are 60 representatives of the various tribes ex¬ 
hibited here in Kraal and native huts on these grounds. 
These Kraals and huts are similar to those actually used 
by the natives in South Africa. 

All the natives will appear in their native costumes, exactly as worn by them in Darkest 
Africa. 

Mr. Douglas, with the assistance of the South African Government and the native kings, has 
been enabled to make a remarkably unique collection of native curios, together with specimens of 
all the wild animal and game heads to be found in the country. We call special attention to a few 
of the most interesting exhibits: One pair of bullock horns were obtained from King Lewaniki, of 
Barotseland, and are the finest pair known in the world today. They measure over 9 feet from tip 
to tip, and 22 inches at the base. Mr. Douglas has already refused $20,000 for this pair of horns. 
Another interesting curio is a cat tail karross (native garment) made of more than 1,200 cat tails. 
It took over 15 years to complete the garment. This magnificent karross was also obtained from 
King Lewaniki. The exhibit also contains 47 lion skins, 100 tiger skins, 60 varieties of smaller 
skins, 400 karrosses made up of selections from all the skins of South Africa, ivory ornaments 
made from the tusks of hippopotamus and elephant and worn only by the savage tribes. A 
fine collection of native bangle beads and other ornaments, some of which are marvelously beauti¬ 
ful in design and workmanship. 

Another interesting feature of the exhibit is a collection of 6,000 photographs of the strange 
scenes and people to be found in South Africa. Included in this collection are pictures of the 
largest waterfalls in the world known as Victoria Falls on the Zambesi river. These falls are 1 
mile, 165 yards long, and more than 400 feet high, being three times as large as the Niagara Falls, 

Mr. Douglas will also display a splendid collection from all the minerals for which this coun¬ 
try is noted. A magnificent collection of wild ostrich feathers, the finest in the world, are on ex¬ 
hibition. Some of the feathers in their natural state sell for $400 per ounce. 

Far more could be written of this intensely interesting and educating exhibit and its col¬ 
lector, but inasmuch as the reader can see these marvels of Savage South Africa, examine the 
curios, and meet Mr. Douglas for themselves, it is not necessary to dilate farther than to assure all. 
patrons a highly enjoyable visit. 

RICHARD DOUGLAS. 
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HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF PAARDEBERG 
REPRODUCED IN THIS SPECTACLE. 

The battle of Paardeberg was the climax of events that insured the victory of the 
Anglo-Boer War to the British army and forever sealed the doom of the native de¬ 
fenders. The transpiring events of the fortnight prior to February 28th, 1900, so com¬ 
pletely changed conditions in the fields of action, as to be a surprise to both sides of 
the co ntending forces. 

On the 14th of February, Kimberly, Magersfontein, Colesberg and Stormberg were 
either in possession of, or beseiged by the Boers; and Buller had been intercepted at 
Colenso and forbidden to cross the Tugela on his way north to the relief of Ladysmith. 

Two weeks later Magersfontein had been abandoned by Methuen, Clements was 
advancing on Colesberg. Gatacre was preparing a forward movement at Stormberg, 
the seige had been raised at Kimberly, and Ladysmith was relieved. 

The repeated defeats and disasters the British had suffered up to this time, clearly 
indicated mismanagement and miscalculation of the strength and stubborness of the 
forces with which they were contending. 

It was the achievement of a master mind when Lord Roberts kept General Cronje 
en&ais?d bv Methuen for 10 weeks at Kimberley while he planned and executed a cam¬ 
paign that produced such results in so short a time. 

Early in February he had completed his dispositions and at once set about execut¬ 
ing them with such rapidity and success as to instill new courage into the heart of 
every Briton and strike dismay into the ranks of the Boers. 

1 he first scene in Lord Roberts campaign was to make a demonstration at Kood- 
vosdrift, the extreme right wing of Cronje’s commando, about 30 miles east of Paarde¬ 
berg. The object was to engage Cronje so as to draw from his forces on his left wing 
near the Modder river, and open the way for the British cavalry, under Gen. French, to 
pass west of him to the relief of Kimberly. 

The result of the strategy was, French met with but little resistance, and it was not 
till the cavalry was beyond his reach that Cronje realized the shrewdness of the entire 
scheme that had been sprung upon him ; and that he was being entrapped and his con¬ 
nection with Bloemfontein, his source of supplies, was about to be cut off. 

• His first move was to abandon his position and the course he had so carefully 
planned and retire before his connection with Bloemfontein was entirely broken. 

His only means of escape was the space in front of Lord Kitchner’s mounted in¬ 
fantry stationed at Klip Drift, and the rear of French’s cavalry now advancing to> 
Kimberly. Under cover of darkness of the night of the 15th he dashed through this 
gap with all the furious haste possible for an army of 6,000 men with their equipment 
of guns and wagons. ? 

Before sunrise on the morning of the 16th Cronje’s entire commando was safely 
outside of the net that was being rapidly thrown around him; and if his progress had 
not been retarded by his heavy artillery and wagons which could only be moved by 
slow going ox teams, he would have safely crossed the Modder at Klip Drift before 
the British were aware of his escape. 

Had Cronje been better informed as to the strength and activity of his pursuers, 
as compared to the exhausted condition of his men and teams, he would have aban¬ 
doned his guns and stores and made a swift dash across the river and thus escaped with 
his men. The fact of such a trophy slipping from their grasp and in plain view thrilled the 
heart of every Briton and Lord Kitchener, with his mounted infantry on the south of the 
river and Knox’s Brigade on the northern bank were soon in hot pursuit. 

Though weary and worn with an all night forced march, Cronje’s rear guard baf¬ 
fled every approach of the enemy, and at night reached the north bank of the Modder 
with his guns and stores still intact, but in order to restore his connection with Bloem¬ 
fontein it was necessary to cross the river. Owing to the deep and precipitous banks 
it was impossible for a horseman, much less the artillery and provisions for such an 
army to cross, except at the regular drifts or fords, and they were 7 or 8 miles apart. 



Though one of these drifts was almost in sight they were compelled to take a little 
rest and recreation for the fagged out troops and teams, after 24 hours of marching and 
fighting. While Cronje was resting the British secured the nearest Drift—Klip-kraal. 

Before dawn he resumed the march, after abandoning seventy-eight of his wagons, 
hoping to secure a crossing at Wolves-kraal Drift. 

Although the pursuers were almost as much exhausted and worn as the pursued, 
the knowledge of the fact that they were closing in on one of the most irresistable 
Boer Generals infused new energy into every Briton Tommy. 

By dint of the utmost effort Smith-Dorrien’s Brigade and the Highland Brigade 
succeeded in securing Paardeberg Drift on Saturday night just in advance of Cronje.. 

Now the indomitable old General was fairly surrounded. French, with his mounted 
infantry and cavalry, was at his left flank and rear and Ivelly-Kenny’s Division was on 
the south of Klip-Drift. On his front was Smith-Dorrin’s brigade and the Highlanders 
were south of the Drift at Paardeberg. His condition was most hopeless and critical. 

The natural conditions, however, rendered his position most formidable. With but 
little effort the steep banks of the river could be made excellent rifle pits. There were 
also a number of dongas that were available as natural trenches and required but little 
work to make them shell proof. 

On either side of the river was a level plain of a thousand yards or more in extent. 
The only way of attack must necessarily be across these open plains. 

The assault on Sunday, February iSth was urged from every quarter. 
Regardless of past expe'riences under similar conditions, bearing unquestionable evi¬ 

dence that bravery could not prevail against Mausers in trenches, the British advance 
was steady till within easy range of the rifles. The scene that followed was a repetition 
of what transpired at Colenso and Modder river. Regardless of the withering fusilade 
of bullets they continued to advance by short, mad, rushes; but paying dearly for their 
temerity. During the attack by the infantry the artillery had been shelling the dongas 
and scattered rifle pits with but little effect. About noon flames and smoke in the 
vicinity of the dongas indicated the effect of the shells on the stores and wagons. 

The result of the brave but indiscreet charge was a loss of 1,100 British killed and 
wounded, and a contraction of the Boer lines from 3 miles to 2 miles of the river bank, 
with their position unshaken. 

The setting sun looked sadly upon a bloody field strewn with dead; and field hos¬ 
pitals crowded with wounded men, but an unbroken circle concentrating upon as des¬ 
perate and determined band of men as ever resolved to sell their freedom as dearly 
as possible. The desperate condition of the Boers was reduced to dismay and despair on 
Monday morning by the appearance of Ford Roberts in person, accompanied with Tucker’s 
entire division. Cronje’s little army was now assailed by 35,000 men and 3G guns. It would 
be-a contemptible spirit that would not admire the grit and gallantry with which these 
farmers contended for their homes, and place the name of Cronje high on the roll of 
honor for the courage with which he led them on. 

Gradually the besiegers closed in on the besieged till their hampered quarters be¬ 
came a den of corruption caused by decaying bodies of animals lying in the broiling 
sun, the stench of which was wafted for miles over the plains. 

Although the desperate condition of the Boers increased as the days and hours 
slowly dragged along they availed themselves of every opportunity to send a deadly 
volley into the ranks of the slowly approaching victors. On the night of the 26th such 
rapid advance had been made that on the morning of February 27th, 1900, Majuba Day, 
after a fierce attack by the Royal Canadian Regiment in which the latter lost upwards 
of 100 men, Cronje realized that the extreme limit of his resistance had come, and a white 
flag appeared above a trench and a haggard and worn figure came forward, and said, 
“The Boers have had enough; what are they to do?” At 6 o’clock a. m., Lord Roberts 
and General Cronje met and shook hands; Lord Roberts saying, “You have made a gal¬ 
lant fight, Sir! I am glad to see you. I am glad to get so brave a man”. Thus ended 
the siege and battle of Paardeberg at which upward of 3,000 Boers were taken prison¬ 
ers, and was the turning point of the war to final victory for the British. 
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HOTEL STRATFORD, 
Eighth a.nd Pine Streets, St. Louis. 

A permanent new and modern hotel in the 
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room; electric lights and steam heat. 
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MEYER, Ltd. 
Contractors to the British Government 

in South Africa* 

Importers, Exporters and General Dealers* | 

Head Office: PRETORIA, 

P. O* Box 844, TRANSVAAL, SOUTH AFRICA. 

Import orders solicited for SOUTH AFRICAN CURIOS, SKINS, 

Hides, Horns, etc., or Live animals. 

SEE FREE CURIO EXHIBIT 
Under Grand Stapd of South African 

j* j* Boer War Exhibit, ** * 

World’s Fair Grounds. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION LIBRARIES 

3 9088 01547 8993 

THE JENSEN PRINTING CO., 203 PINE STREET, SAINT I.OITIS, MO. 


